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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claim is drawn to a process (a series of 
steps or acts) that does not pass the machine-or-transformation test (In re Bilski). The 
claim does not require that the method be implemented by a particular machine. The 
method is not eligible subject matter. 

Claim(s) [6-10] is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter as follows. Claim [6-10] recites 

a [data structure, mere compilation of data] which does not impart 

functionality to a computer or computing device, and is thus considered nonfunctional 
descriptive material. Such nonfunctional descriptive material, in the absence of a 
functional interrelationship with a computer, does not constitute a statutory process, 
machine, manufacture or composition of matter and is thus non-statutory per se. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Chadwick (US 7,149,750 B2). 

As to claim 1, Chadwick discloses a method for recording data (see column 3, 
lines 48 - 51 ), comprising the steps of: 

recording a data container having a given container length (see column 1, lines 
26 - 29 and column 5, lines 16-19) 

recording a key (80) indicative of a back-pointer (see column 1 , lines 26 - 32, 
column 3, lines 60 - 61 and column 5, lines 31 - 32); 

recording a length (82) indicator (see column 3, lines 63 - 65 and column 5, lines 
16 -19); 

recording a value (84) indicative of the container length (see column 3, lines 63 - 

67). 

As to claim 2, Chadwick discloses a method according to claim 1 , with the 
further step of: recording the length indicator (see column 3, lines 63 - 67 and column 5, 
lines 16-19). 

As to claim 3, Chadwick discloses a method according to claim 2, with the 
further step of: recording the key indicative of the back-pointer (see column 5, lines 5 - 
15 and column 5, lines 31 - 32). 

As to claim 4, Chadwick discloses a method for retrieving sets of data on a 
medium in a order opposite to the recording order, comprising the steps of: 

accessing a first set of data (134) (see column 5, lines 5-15); 
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accessing a key indicative of a back-pointer (see column 5, lines 5-15 and 
column 5, lines 31 - 32); 

reading a value indicative of a container length (see column 5, lines 5-15); 

accessing a second set of data using said value (see column 5, lines 54 - 65). 

As to claim 5, Chadwick discloses a method according to claim 4, wherein the 
sets of data are key length value KLV encoded (see column 4, lines 24 - 46). 

As to claim 6, grounds for rejecting claim 1 apply to claim 6 in its entirety. 

As to claim 7, Chadwick discloses a medium carrying a data file according to 

claim 6 (see column 8, lines 7 - 20). 

As to claims 8-10, grounds for rejecting claims 1 - 3 apply to claim 8-10 
respectively in its entirety. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLUWASEUN A. ADEGEYE whose telephone number 
is (571)270-171 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 

09/30/2009 
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